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Letter from Exécutive Director
' Dear Friends of CCA,
. Tn recent months CCA has. not only passed
House: Bil¥ 1331, The -NMichael Skolnik]
Medical. Transparency Act, but we are
continting to review bills CCA will support
and possibly get sponscned in the upcoming
legislative session.
- We: are: parﬂc;p&tmv on the committee for
Tong-term. care: servicés and supports for
Persans with Devdopmental Disgabilities this
stumnier-and this interim committee will et
through October 2007. We wﬁl kee;; you:
updatec[ as: We move: forward
. CCA was.askei to be one of four grassyoots
orcamzahons zlt aworkshop at-fhe. Ameucan

- - 5.
past month. The purpose was ts dISCUSS i
it entails. to start 2 GrASroots organiza
feIt honered Eo be Y part of thls panei

health instirance reform, wais.amonyg the- foplcs:
I spoke. ahout, Fam: looking: fomard to another
Town. Hall in N cvember that” will focus;
excluswely o Eatlent Safety “and  -thie;
importance “of havmc a  Patient Fedical
Journal. CCA has produced these Journais and'
will be gi ng todttendees asa gift from us.
Angust. - 8-10: i the . CTLA - summer

ccmference and we. wnil be T attendance T i is;
lmportant tomeet it

Piamnff aftorney

ccmtmued support by erder for us to: help you
- Warmly; Patty Skolnik . S

Ritter Makes Case for Grassreots

With approximately 100 supporters gathered around in the heat, Gov, Biil
Ritter spoke from a plaiform about the need for progressives fo continue the
momentum they gained in the 2006 elections.

Ritter spoke about the importance of grassroots in the in the state,
“Grassroots can put pressure on lawmakers,” said Ritter. The event took
place on the rooftop of Club Vinyl, downtown and offered the Denver
skyline as the ceremonial backdrop Thursday, July 26. Governor Ritter’s
words should give all of us a R |
great deal of satisfaction. The
work that CCA does is not going
unnoticed by those in elected
power. The successes that have
happened this past year show
how important it is for both
political parties to come together
and seek real solutions to
problems. Governor Ritter
echoed this sentiment when
referencing the progress that is
being made when the parties are
working together to do the right
thing. The grassroots efforts
that the members of CCA have
organized and done this past
year is a testament of how
effective our voices are to the
public debate.

Patty Skolnik, Executive
Director for Colorado Citizens
for Accountability was at the
event to speak with Ritter about
CCA’s new potential bill for the upcoming legislation.

Patty’s complaint that was filed with the Board of Medical Examiners,
against Michael’s doctor was dismissed earlier this month, igniting a new
passion for CCA to look into what it takes to discipline doctors, when
complaints are filed with the board.

Patty’s son, Michael, was the focus of CCA’s bili, The Michael Skolnik
Medical Transparency Act. This bill was signed by Gov. Bill Ritter in May
2007, The Colorado Board of Medical Examiners website will make
available the entire professional history of a Colorado physician. This bill
will go into effect January 1, 2008.

Patty Sholelk, founder of CCA with Govenar Ritter

- Hew a BI” is Passed

Impa =ta_nt Dates
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Are you still mterested in Iearmng
how te get yeur ergamzatwn zn the
| media? 7
- Contact CCA and we wﬂ! get you a
1 media packet tor $25,O(}*
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How a Bilul is Passed

With pew bills getling ready for
legislation, some CCA readers might be
thinking back to their American
Government class trying toremember how
a bill becomes Colorado Law. Look at
these important steps!

The bilk can be introduced to either
chamber, the House or the Semate.
Depending on which chamber  will

determine- what: the gemeral name of the

bill: is. For example The Michael . Skalmk
Medical Trgrmpalency Act was

mttoduced in:-the: House zmd Was named
Hause Bﬂl 1331 '

-Comrmttee wher '
-assessed : :

the ,r A

Once if passes botﬁ chambers 1t goes tof-:_,

the Govemoi* o be stgneef

passmg of the
Mmhgei‘ Skolmk_ A Trarrsparency
Actnoted:“youthas
tieed someone Wwhd
and who. w1H commumcate for you and

with: - you.” CCA understands - the

ifnpertance of developmo reEatjoﬂsinps at -

the capifol ‘with ‘people: who understand
‘CCA. values and shares: those values.

- 'Wen the task of

CCA Medm Conference*

Gettmg an organizations message to the mecha effectweiy and in a t;.mely
manuer was the center issue when an executive producer from NBC came to
Colorado Citizens for Accountability’s media workshop July I8.

The packet handed to the participants of the workshop spelled out the
foundation in a easy to follow format and style each participant can use.

“When things happen, consumers need to kno w”, said [saac Camargo,
Director of Public Affairs, “ it is important we are effective with the media so
the public can get the mformation they need in order to make educated
decisions regarding their healthcare”

Issues discussed were: How to write a Press Release and Media Alerts, 7
Things to avoid in writing press releases and how to communicate with the
media

“Communication with the media is essential in helping your organization
receive the attention that it needs,” said Isaac.

“The next time it is offered —I will bring more people with me,” said Robin

'_ Bruce a workshop participant.

Patty Skolnik, executive director for CCA stated, “more copies of the packet
are available for $25.00.”

If youare interested in the packet please contact CCA also please watch

CCA’s website for the upcoming media workshop.

:':'Lf_.: Get your copy of the New Patient’s Medical Journal

5 be attentive — you
will sponsor tﬁe hill -

Being Proactive in
Your Healthcare has
Never been Easier!

CCA has created a great n
your loved ones to use, T
Journal is an historical and

ol for you and
tient Medical
'ntemporaneous




Letter from Isaac,

‘expertise to give their chﬂd: e fcels

As CCA’s resident pohuco Ihave been

keeping an eye on all things political: at
our state cap(tal Even, though the stafe:
leblsiature is taking a break for the
summer, there are some at the capital
whose' work never énds. Throughiout the
summer there are committees that convene

50 legislators. can' gather information: on
any -given issue. Healthcare isc ertamly

one of those | Lssues‘

‘State: Representative Mlchaelf Garcta has _

dssémbiled: 4 comimitted group 0

i§
.'—colleagues to ‘éxamiine the State. o 1011g-
‘term: care in: Colorado. The: committee is:
'named ther “Committée on Long-term

necessary. toe  -ope ms eczety

"mdepeadenﬁy

“This: committee will do great work, and
CEA - is excifed . see - ‘what
recommendations the Iegislamres will furn
nto-law this-hiext session. -

Begt Wishes, Isaac Camargo

éLegislature Looks for Change

There are four issues, which are being examined during the Long-term care
services and support to persons with developmental disabilities committee,
which started off with public testimony before a packed gallery.

“It is my hope that the bills we create, come out of public testimony,” said
Michael Garcia the chair of the committee on July 18. “1 want public
testimony to be focused on solutions,” said Garcia before the testimony
started.

The four issues addressed in the committee are essential in potential
legislation coming out of the committee, This is the first meeting, in a series
of meetings taking place in July through October.

“We are looking at four ways to
create more: transparency,
reliability, efficiency, and
accountability throughout the
process of providing long-term
health care services and support
for people with disabilities and
their families,” said Garcia.

On top of these four issues is
the glaring concern about the
waitlist in which there are
currently over a thousand names
waiting for services. Bob
Arnold, from Developmental
Disabilities Resource Center,
testified before the committee
regarding the need for more
funding for the organization.
“More people are waiting then
are actually being served,” said
Arnold.

The committee hopes to use the testimony to create changes that would be
more beneficial to those who need long term care. The committee has the
opportunity to recommend up to eight bills to the general assembly. The
public is encouraged to present their recommendations for change with in the
long-term healthcare of services. Over the next two months the committee
will be examining and creating answers and legislation to better serve the
developmental disabilities community.

To see the format for the proposals, it is accessible on line at
www state.co.us/gov_dir/leg_dir/lcsstaff/2007/comsched/07DisabilitiesSched.
htm.com, or you can email the proposals to lcs.ddic@state.co.us.

The next meeting is taking place on July 31 in which the committee will
start fo review innovative options to change how the healthcare needs of
people are being met. Stay tuned to next month’s newsletter for all the latest
legislative news.




Important Dates to Watch This Month

Coming up in the
September issue of
Colorado Citizens
for Accountability’s
Newsletter:

True Stories fi'o.m
families about the
struggle to take care
of their chzldren and
lovreidi__ones Lo

‘Their tegtlm@mes
bemg told at the
Caplm’l i Lenz term
care Cemmlttee '

Aungust 8-11 - Colorado Trial Lawyers Summer
Conference: This conference will be held in S teamboat
Colorado and Colorado Citizens for Accountability will be
on site to drive support from CTLA members for this
upcoming legislative session. Please reference the
September newsletter for update about this event

August 14 - Co mmittee on Long-term Care Services
and Supports for Persons with Developmental
Disabilities: R ecommendations to eliminate all waiting
lists for long-term health care services and supports for
persons with developmental disabilities with all deliberate
speed. Colorado Citizens for accountability will be at this
meeting, please reference the September newsletter for all
updates about this event and family testimonies. The
meeting will be held in the Legislative Services Building,
Room A 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
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